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SACEI NEWSLETTER is released the 10th of the month. 

 It updates you on the latest news about SACEI. 

 It serves as a LINK between SACEI members and those who 

 are interested in the Vietnamese or Vietnamese-American culture. 

Disclaimer. Publication in this newsletter of a book title or a film    

does not mean endorsement or approval by SACEI. 

  USS Kirk (FF-1087) was a Knox-class destroyer escort, originally  

  designated as DE-1087 and reclassified as a frigate (1975) in the United  

  States Navy.  

  As part of the evacuation of South Vietnam in 1975, the USS Kirk carried  

  out one of the most significant humanitarian missions in U.S. military  

  history. Under the direction of a civilian, Richard Armitage, the Kirk rescued 

  the South Vietnamese Navy (30 ships), dozens of fishing boats and a few  

  cargo ships, and along with them, 20,000 to 30,000 Vietnamese refugees,  

  and led them to the Philippines. From there, most of the refugees ultimately 

  emigrated to the United States.  

  Ba Nguyen (right), here with his wife, Nho, was able to maneuver his  

  helicopter so his passengers ð including his 10-month-old daughter ð  

  could drop to safety on the Kirk. He then flew the Chinook over the ocean  

  and jumped out while the helicopter crashed. In July 2010, Kirk crew  

  members honored Nguyen with an Air Medal, the award the U.S. military  

  gives for heroic feats while flying.   

  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=129554870 
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II. EDEN CENTER 

Eden Center is a strip mall Vietnamese American shopping center located near the crossroads of Seven   Corners in the City 

of Falls Church, Virginia. The City's Economic Development commission considers it the #1 Tourist Destination in the City. 

The center is home to over 100 shops, restaurants and businesses catering to the extensive Asian American, especially the   

Vietnamese-American, population. Eden Center has created an anchor for Vietnamese culture serving the Virginia, North    

Carolina, Maryland, and Pennsylvania areas, as evidenced by the large number of ph֫ soup restaurants as well as Vietnamese-

American cultural events that are regularly held at the Center. The name derives from the 1960s Saigon arcade Khu Eden. 

 

Read more about: Eden Center and the Making of America by Joseph Wood in SACEI Forum # 8 (THE FALL OF SAIGON)  


