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SACEI NEWSLETTER updates you on the latest news about Vietnamese-America. 

  It serves as a LINK between SACEI members and those who  are interested in the    

Vietnamese or Vietnamese-American culture. 

Disclaimer. The listing in this newsletter of a book title or a film does not mean  

endorsement or approval by SACEI. 

1. HAPPY NEW YEAR 2011: THE LUNAR "CAT" YEAR 

      For the Chinese, however, this is the year of the RABBIT. Why this discrep-

ancy, if both share the same Chinese zodiac?  

     Some have suggested that when the 12 Animal Zodiac was introduced into Viet-

nam from China, the "Mao %þ" in the Zodiac year "Mao Tu %þ#ã" (Mao Rabbit Year) 

has the same Chinese pronunciation as "Mao Eº" (cat). Because the "Mao Nian %þ

1� " (Mao Year) sounds the same as "Mao Nian _"1� " (cat year), the Vietnamese 

had made a mistake in the writing and recorded it as "cat year" (mao nian _"1��å .  

http://www.chinahistoryforum.com/index.php?/topic/33283-why-is-there-a-cat-in-the
-vietnamese-zodiac/page__st__15 
 
        It turns out that originally, the Mao in China was a Rabbit, while in Vietnam it 
was a Cat. It has always been like this since the beginning of times (?). Thus, when 
the zodiac was introduced into Vietnam, the Chinese Rabbit became the Vietnam-
ese Cat. 

http://www.vannghesongcuulong.org/vietnamese/tulieu_tacpham.asp?
TPID=14752&LOAIID=16&LOAIREF=5&TGID=2198Ngày  
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