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Acceptance speech: 

 

I've to tell you that this means a great deal to me . I'm very, very proud of my Vietnamese friends and their fami-

lies, especially those who've come to America and enriched our culture and society by the way they live their 

lives here. 

 

My closest Vietnamese friends live in Sugarland, just outside Houston and I've visited there several times. They 

believe as you do that it's important, not only to make a whole-hearted commitment to their new lives here, but 

also if you remember and celebrate the culture from whence they came. 

 

My friend's wife has grandchildren who came to visit very often. She told me once that this is how she kept the 

culture alive.  

 

The kiddies come in and said in English, 

"Grandma. May we have a cookie?"  

And she said to them in Vietnamese, 

"I'm sorry. I do not understand you." 

And they said to her in Vietnamese, 

"Grandma. May we have a cookie?"  

She said to them: 

"Cookies, all around." 

Thank you very much.  

 

Please read more at: http://www.sacei07.org/2011_SACEI%20Man%20of%20the%20year.pdf 

LLΦ ¢¦!b !bI tI!aΣ ¦{a/ a!Whw όǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ [ŀǳǊƛŜύ 

Tuan Anh Pham was born in 1970 in Dat Do, Phuoc Tuy, South Vietnam from a  

family of farmers. His great grandfather was killed by the communists, his grand-

father was executed by the communists and the severed body thrown on the highway. 

His father who served in the ARVN Marines was ambushed and killed during a search 

mission against the communists in Dat Do in 1972 and his uncles were sent to       

reeducation camps after April 30, 1975. 

After 1975, Tuan Pham's mother and her four children were sent to the new economic 

zone (the civilian equivalent of the army's reeducation camp) of Ba To, province of 

Xuan Moc. After surviving four years of economic hardship, she escaped with her 

children from the zone and returned to Ba Ria, Phuoc Tuy. Taking her eldest son with 

her, she escaped by boat and landed in San Francisco in 1979 without education,   

money, and relatives. It was only seven years later in 1986 that she was able to bring her three remaining children, 

including Tuan Pham, to the U.S.    

While his mother was in the U.S., Tuan Pham and his siblings lived with his maternal grandparents. He and his 

grandfather went fishing for a living. Once in the U.S., he went to school at George W. High in San Francisco where 

he graduated three years after. He then enrolled into the Marines where he got a BA (International Relations) and an 

MBA (Financial Management). He is presently a USMC Major serving in the field of Financial Management.  His 

elder brother has also served in the Marines for four years.  
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